THE   HISTORY   OF  SPIRITUALISM

Mrs, Fox and her three daughters began public
sittings in New York in the spring of 1850, at Bar-
num's Hotel, and they attracted many curious visitors.
The Press was almost unanimous in denunciation of
them. A brilliant exception to this was found in
Horace Greeley, already quoted, who wrote an appre-
ciative article in his paper under his own initials. A
portion of this will be found in the Appendix.

After a return to Rochester, the Fox family made
a tour of the Western States, and then paid a second
visit to New York, when the same intense public
interest was displayed. They had obeyed the spirits'
mandate to proclaim these truths to the world, and the
new era that had been announced was now ushered
in. When one reads the detailed accounts of some of
these American sittings, and considers the brain power
of the sitters, it is amazing to think that people, blinded
by prejudice, should be so credulous as to imagine
that it was all the result of deception. At that time
was shown moral courage which has been conspicu-
ously lacking since the reactionary forces in science and
in religion combined to stifle the new knowledge and to
make it dangerous for its professors. Thus in a single
sitting in New York in 1850 we find that there were
gathered round the table the Rev. Dr. Griswold,
Fenimore Cooper the novelist, Bancroft the historian,
Rev. Dr. Hawks, Dr. J. W. Francis, Dr. Marcy,
Willis the Quaker poet, Bryant the poet, Bigelow of
the Evening Post, and General Lyman. All of these
were satisfied as to the facts, and the account winds up:
" The manners and bearing of the ladies " (i.e. the
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